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The Borg-Warner Trophy® 

 Legendary trophy is one of the most recognizable trophies in the world 

 Each year the Borg-Warner Trophy® is presented to the winner of the Indianapolis 500, 

the Greatest Spectacle in Racing 

 Commissioned in 1935, the sterling silver trophy has the likenesses of every Indianapolis 

500 race winner’s face permanently affixed to the trophy  

 

Auburn Hills, Michigan, May 24, 2019 – The Borg-Warner Trophy® – one of the most iconic 

trophies in history – is what every racer in the Indianapolis 500 wants to greet them in victory 

circle. Commissioned in 1935, it was designed by Robert J. Hill and Spaulding-Gorham, Inc. of 

Chicago. The trophy was unveiled at a dinner hosted by then-Indianapolis Motor Speedway (IMS) 

owner Eddie Rickenbacker in 1936. At that dinner, the trophy was officially declared the annual 

prize for Indianapolis 500 winners. 

“It is a truly an honor for our company to provide and care for one of the most iconic 

trophies in sports, the Borg-Warner Trophy,” said Fred Lissalde, President and CEO – 

BorgWarner Inc. “The racers that have won the Indy 500 often speak of earning their place on the 

Borg-Warner Trophy as one of their greatest achievements. For each of them to be a part of the 

history and story of the Borg-Warner Trophy is gratifying.” 

 Designed in the Art Deco style that was popular in the 1930’s, the trophy is made of 

sterling silver and is just over 5 feet 4 inches tall and weighs approximately 110 pounds, of which 

roughly 80 pounds is sterling silver. Key design features include the “wings” on each side of the 

trophy that symbolize the speed of flight and the flagman on the top of the trophy with the 

checkered flag. The most notable feature of the trophy though is the sterling silver bas relief-

sculpted likeness of the face of each Indianapolis 500 winner, permanently attached to the trophy.  
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There is one special non-race winner’s face affixed to the trophy, Anton “Tony” Hulman, 

the owner of IMS from 1945 to until his death in 1977. Hulman’s face also is the only face on the 

trophy that is cast in gold. 

The original trophy was crafted to accommodate 70 race winners. A sterling silver base 

has been added twice since 1984 to accommodate the additional winners. The current trophy has 

space available for the race winners through 2033. 

The first winner to be awarded the trophy was Louis Meyer, who received it after winning 

the 1936 Indianapolis 500. It was Meyer’s third Indy 500 win, and he is one of only ten drivers to 

have won the race at least three times. 

There are two sets of two drivers’ faces for one year on the trophy who were the co-

driving winners in the 1924 and 1941 races. 

The Borg-Warner Trophy is permanently displayed at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

Museum in Indianapolis, Indiana. Winners do not get to take the trophy home with them. 

Throughout the history of the race, there have been a variety of keepsakes given to the winners 

to recognize their accomplishment. Since 1988 the race winner has been given a one-of-a-kind 

replica of the Borg-Warner Trophy, the BorgWarner Championship Driver’s Trophy®, 

affectionately known as the Baby Borg. The sterling silver trophy is 14 inches high, weighs 5 

pounds and rests on a beveled black marble base. The base is inscribed with the winner’s name 

and year of victory, and includes a hand-crafted, three-dimensional sterling silver image of the 

winner, a duplicate of the image affixed to the full-sized Borg-Warner Trophy. BorgWarner 

established the driver’s trophy in 1988 to provide the driver with a personal keepsake of their 

victory. 

In 1998, BorgWarner established the BorgWarner Championship Team Owner’s Trophy® 

as a companion to the driver’s trophy. The team owner’s trophy is presented to the owner(s) of 

the winning Indianapolis 500 racing team. Like the driver’s trophy, the team owner’s trophy is a 

replica of the Borg-Warner Trophy but features a band of art deco racing cars accented in gold to 

symbolize the importance of teamwork in the automotive business. 

 

About The Borg-Warner Trophy®  
The Borg-Warner Trophy® features the sterling silver bas-relief image of every 

Indianapolis 500 winner dating back to the first winner, Ray Harroun in 1911. The trophy was 

sculpted in an Art Deco style, is made of sterling silver, weighs 110 pounds and stands 5 feet, 4-

3/4 inches tall. It is one of the most recognizable trophies in the world. The Borg-Warner Trophy 

stays on permanent display at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. To give the winner and team owners a personal keepsake of their victory, BorgWarner 

established the BorgWarner Championship Driver’s Trophy® (also known as the “Baby Borg”) in 
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1988 and the BorgWarner Team Owner’s Trophy® in 1998. Both are sterling silver replicas of the 

Borg-Warner Trophy. 

 

About BorgWarner 

BorgWarner Inc. (NYSE: BWA) is a global product leader in clean and efficient technology 

solutions for combustion, hybrid and electric vehicles. With manufacturing and technical facilities 

in 68 locations in 19 countries, the company employs approximately 30,000 worldwide. For more 

information, please visit borgwarner.com. 

 

 

The Borg-Warner Trophy® at Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
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