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TO: NEWS PRODUCERS, ASSIGNMENT EDITORS AND AUTO REPORTERS

** EMBARGOED UNTIL 12:01AM ET ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2023 **

MULTIVU VIDEO FEED: IIHS STUDY FINDS MOST MIDSIZE CARS STRUGGLE IN REAR-SEAT SAFETY TEST
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NEWS: Honda Accord shines while other midsize cars struggle in rear-seat safety test.

FORMAT:  B-roll and soundbites

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  Video, hard copy requests, downloadable MPEG4, contact information and more available at https://www.multivu.com/players/English/91924141-iihs-study-finds-most-midsize-cars-struggle-in-rear-seat-safety-test/

STORY SUMMARY:
The Honda Accord outperformed other midsize cars in the updated moderate overlap front crash test, earning a rare good rating in the new, challenging evaluation focused on rear-seat protection.
 
Among the other six midsize cars tested, the Subaru Outback earns an acceptable rating. The Nissan Altima and Toyota Camry are rated marginal. The Hyundai Sonata, Kia K5 and Volkswagen Jetta are rated poor.
 
IIHS launched the updated moderate overlap front test last year after research showed that in newer vehicles the risk of a fatal injury is now higher for belted occupants in the rear than for those in front. This is not because the rear seat has become less safe. Rather, the front seat has become safer because of improved airbags and advanced seat belts that are rarely available in back. Even with these developments, the back seat remains the safest place for young children, who can be injured by an inflating front airbag.
 
To encourage manufacturers to improve rear-seat protection, the updated test adds a dummy in the back seat behind the driver. The driver dummy is the size of an average adult man. The rear dummy is the size of a small woman or 12-year-old child. IIHS researchers also developed new metrics that focus on the injuries most frequently seen in backseat passengers.
 
For a vehicle to earn a good rating, there can’t be an excessive risk of injury to the head, neck, chest or thigh, as recorded by the second-row dummy. The dummy should remain correctly positioned during the crash without submarining. The head should also remain a safe distance from the front seatback and the rest of the vehicle interior, and the shoulder belt should remain on the shoulder, where it is most effective. A pressure sensor on the rear dummy’s torso is used to check the shoulder belt position during the crash.
 
As in the original test, the structure of the occupant compartment must maintain adequate survival space for the driver, and measurements taken from the driver dummy shouldn’t show an excessive risk of injuries.
 
B-ROLL INCLUDES: Crash tests and other related footage, soundbites from David Harkey, president, IIHS
 
SOURCE: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS)

FOR STORY INFO, CONTACT:  Joe Young +1 504 641 0491 (cell)
FOR TECHNICAL INFORMATION, PLEASE EMAIL: STREAMS@MULTIVU.COM 
This information is being sent to you by: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 1005 N. Glebe Rd, Arlington, VA 22201
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