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9 November 2011

Final Countdown For Australian Icons To Be Named World’s Most Wondrous

With only two days left to vote, Tourism Australia is calling on all Australians to show their support for national icons, Uluru and the Great Barrier Reef, in their bid to become two of the world’s New 7 Wonders of Nature.

The New 7 Wonders of Nature campaign is a global search to recognise the seven most wondrous natural sites in the world as voted by the general public. Both Uluru and the Great Barrier Reef have been shortlisted as two of the 28 finalists, and, as voting draws to a close, they are facing stiff competition from other countries around the world including New Zealand’s Milford Sound, South Africa’s Table Mountain and The USA’s Grand Canyon.

From voting booths in the middle of the Great Barrier Reef to Uluru-inspired hats at Melbourne Cup, Tourism Australia has been campaigning hard for the patriotic vote.
“We’ve spent the last few months raising as much support as possible for our national icons, Uluru and the Great Barrier Reef. Now we need help from the Australian public,” said Steve Liebmann, award-winning television anchor and campaign ambassador.

“If you’re proud of these two incredible icons and haven’t already voted, then now’s the time to make sure your friends, family, neighbours and colleagues all do the same.” 
Executive Director of Earth Hour Global and fellow campaign ambassador, Andy Ridley, added: “The competing countries have also been working hard to get their candidates into the list. The final vote is very close so this is a really important chance for Australians to show how much they care for the Great Barrier Reef and Uluru.”
Andrew McEvoy, Tourism Australia’s Managing Director said that it’s important for Australians to get behind our treasured national icons: “Being home to two of the world’s seven natural wonders would reinforce our message that ‘There’s nothing like Australia’ to the rest of the world. 
“While many of the world’s most remarkable destinations are also in the running, we know that Australia’s candidates are truly phenomenal, highly worthy and stand a very strong chance – we just need the support of all proud Australians.”

How to vote:
· You can vote once through the website www.new7wonders.com or as many times as you like by telephone voting.

· Online voters can vote once for a total of seven destinations so make sure to nominate the Great Barrier Reef and Uluru plus five other international sites you think should be part of the final New7Wonders of Nature. 

· To vote for Uluru go to www.n7w.com/uluru or SMS “Uluru” or “Ayers Rock” to 197 88 555 (SMS Cost $0.55 incl. GST).

· To vote for The Reef go to www.n7w.com/gbr or SMS “GBR” or “Reef” to 197 88 555 (SMS Cost $0.55 incl. GST).

· SMS lines close 10:00pm AEDT on 11 November 2011. Helpdesk 1800 65 33 44. For terms and conditions www.new7wonders.com/en/terms_and_conditions/ 

· Voting will end at 11.11am GMT on 11 November 2011 (AEST 10:10pm). 

For all media inquiries please contact
Kim Moore at Tourism Australia KMoore@tourism.australia.com or call 02 9361 1306
 Ella Tacchi at Mango Communications EllaT@thisismango on 0426 964 995.

Notes to editor


New7Wonders of Nature Background:
The New7Wonders of Nature campaign, established by the New7Wonders Foundation, is a global search to recognise the seven most wondrous natural sites in the world as voted by the public.

Two of Australia’s most famous natural wonders, Uluru and the Great Barrier Reef fought off stiff competition from 440 sites across the globe. Both sites made it through as two of the 28 finalists alongside Angel Falls in Venezuela, Milford Sound in New Zealand, Bay of Fundy in Canada, the USA’s Grand Canyon and the Amazon.

The campaign is now in the third and final stage of voting to determine the official New7Wonders of Nature with voting closing at 10.10pm AEST on 11 November 2011.

For more information, visit: http://www.new7wonders.com/
Tourism Australia’s Involvement:
Tourism Australia is the Official Supporting Committee (OSC) for Uluru and is joint OSC with Papua New Guinea for the Great Barrier Reef. Tourism Australia is using the campaign to showcase why there’s nothing like Australia’s natural wonders and to establish the global significance of Australia’s natural landscape by encouraging votes nationally and internationally.
