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Road to Berlin: European Theater Galleries 
Exhibit Highlights
From faltering first battles in North Africa to the bloody struggle at Germany's doorstep, the immersive galleries in Road to Berlin recreate actual battle settings and villages—complete with crumbling walls, bomb-torn rooftops, icy pathways, and a chillingly realistic soundscape. The result is a richly layered, multimedia journey that recreates the citizen soldier's experience with striking immediacy and impact: Visitors walking in the shadow of Normandy's brutally dense hedgerows can imagine the challenges that followed D-Day; attending a mission briefing with the Bomber Boys brings visitors inside America's all-important Air War strategy; seeing personal artifacts—cigarette boxes, photographs—scattered over real Normandy sand offers a touching perspective on the human cost of the war. 
European/Mediterranean Briefing Room
Set in an abandoned room in North Africa. The Briefing Room recreates the immense pressures faced by Allied strategists, covering the events of the war up to November 1942, including the strategic choices that the Allied war effort faced in early 1942 and the landings in North Africa later that year. Visitors will learn the rationale behind the decision to go to “Germany first,” and be introduced to the issues faced in deciding to invade North Africa before Europe.


Gallery Highlights:
· Animated Map – The visually stunning animated map utilizes WWII-era footage and narration to quickly orientate the visitor as to how the entire world was plunged into war. Soaring graphics track the expansion of Nazi, Germany, Fascist Italy, and Imperial Japan in their allied bid for global conquest. 

Desert War – North Africa
Explore the story of how American and British troops assaulted the Axis in Africa to secure a Mediterranean stronghold before risking an attack on Hitler’s “Fortress Europe.” This immersive 1,500-square-foot space conveys the desert landscape of Tunisia as American forces first attempt to stem the Nazi tide. Projections of combat footage depict tanks rolling over the sand while recreated radio chatter chronicles American defeat at Kasserine Pass. Macro artifacts include a 105mm Howitzer and a 1943 Jeep. Visitors can also get up close to dozens of the iconic weapons of the European Theater displayed in an enormous artifact case.


Gallery Highlights:

· M2A1 105 mm Howitzer – One of the most effective weapons of the war the 105 mm howitzer first proved its worth in North Africa. The long-range gun could fire high-explosive shells at targets several miles away to soften defenses of break up enemy attacks. At a nearby Dog Tag station, Medal of Honor recipient Walt Ehlers recounts how the howitzer was used at El Guettar to halt the attack of the seemingly unstoppable German tanks. 

· M1 Helmet – Lt. Leonard Stoddard survived D-Day landings in North Africa, Sicily, and France, bringing home the helmet he wore to all three as evidence. Ultimately it was malaria, not combat that sent Stoddard back home to the States. 
· Dog Tags Marked “H” for Hebrew – Nathan Jacobs served with the Medical Corps, 79th Infantry Division, fighting across France and Central Europe. The “H” on his dog tags indicates that Jacobs was Jewish (in case this information was needed for burial purposes). They were covered with hand-knitted “silencers” to avoid making excessive noise. (It is not known who took the time to knit them for him, but they would have served as additional protection.) 
Invasion of Sicily
Sicily is where the Allies delivered the first piercing blow to the so-called “soft underbelly” of Axis Europe. This evocative space employs a-not-so-traditional projected video piece and an array of artifacts and photographs as it tracks the storming of the strategic island.
Gallery Highlights:

· Joe Crain – This oral history (located nearby in the Italian Campaign gallery) recounts a tragic friendly fire incident in the Sicily invasion where US troops mistakenly shot down scores of their own paratroopers. Crain, an LCVP coxswain with the US Navy, recalls pulling bodies out of the water in the aftermath. 
Italian Campaign
The Italian Campaign gallery tells the story of the Allies’ mainland assault on Italy, which turned into a hard, deadly slog consuming many months and lives. American forces and their allies achieved the surrender of Italian leaders who, amid political turmoil and confusion, switched sides and declared war on Germany. Visitors will hear about soldiers’ experiences in their own words through oral histories recounting battles and everyday life in the war. Exhibits communicate both the broad strategic complexity of warfare and the individual bravery and leadership of the servicemembers who took part in it. 
Gallery Highlights:

· Captured Nazi Flag – Crewmembers of the SS Cornelius Hartnett signed their names and ship positions amid the arms of the swastika on this captured Nazi flag, documenting some of the ship’s battles in the flag’s red perimeter. The Cornelius Hartnett, a Liberty Ship manned by Merchant Marine and Naval Armed Guard, participated in the treacherous Murmansk Run to Northern Russia before being assigned to support the invasion of Italy. 

· Cigarette Case – Pfc. Andrew Sexton credits this cigarette case for saving his life in battle. The case deflected a bullet over his heart. Sustaining 11 wounds in fighting around Cassino, Italy, Sexton had no doubts that a twelfth would have proven fatal. 
· US Army-Issue Portable Altar – On Easter Sunday 1944, Capt. Oscar Henry Reinbooth—fluent in both English and German—delivered his sermon over a loudspeaker to troops on both sides. As soon as the sermon ended, fighting quickly resumed. 
· Vernon Baker – In this oral history, Vernon Baker recounts his heroic actions in the Italian Campaign, including taking out multiple machine gun nests, putting himself at risk to cover the evacuation of the wounded, and voluntarily leading a charge through a minefield under heavy fire. His fellow soldiers did not nominate him for the Medal of Honor because they were certain that Baker, and African American would be denied. Vernon Baker and six other African American WWII veterans were awarded the medal in 1997. He was the only recipient who was still living at the time. 
· Dog Tags and Casket Name Plate – Pfc. Anthony Sconza wrote to his brother about the excessive amount of combat he had seen, expressing a fear that he might not make it home. He asked his brother to not let the rest of the family know he was in action. He was killed on September 18, 1944, during the battle of Torricella Hill. 
The Air War
Surrounded by a recreated Quonset hut, much like those mass-produced in England and used for storage and operational needs, here visitors will hear the story of air power in the war —from the famous Tuskegee Airmen, to the formidable German Luftwaffe, to America’s relentless air strikes in Europe. Artifacts, videos and oral histories will illustrate how mastery of the skies over Europe was essential to all that came after—including the critical invasion of Normandy.

Gallery Highlights:

· Medal of Honor – During a bombing mission over Leipzig, Germany, the B-17 Ten Horsepower was attacked, killing the pilot and severely wounding the co-pilot. With no formal flight training, Archibald Mathies and the bomber’s navigator flew the damaged plane back to England where crewmembers bailed to safety. Mathies and the navigator attempted to land the B-17 to save the pilot’s life but all three were killed when the plane crashed. He was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions. 
· P-47 Wreckage – On July 14, 1944, Augustus Hamilton’s bags were packed to head home to his wife and newborn son when he volunteered for one last mission. Hamilton was shot down over France, sacrificing himself to buy the rest of his squadron time to escape German fighters. These fragments of his plane were later recovered by a French citizen and sent to his family.
· John Noack – A B-17 pilot in the 306th Bomb Group, Johan Noack recalls the October 14, 1943, raid on Schweinfurt known as “Black Thursday.” His aircraft was one of the few in the 306th to return. He also speaks to the actions of his top turret gunner, Kenneth Fox, whose artifacts are featured in a nearby exhibit case.
D-Day Theater
Featuring an informative new D-Day film, this exhibit captures the courage and sacrifice of the many thousands of men who fought on D-Day, allowing the Allies to secure the beachheads and start their drive across France. 
Gallery Highlights:
· Ernie Pyle Display – Beloved war correspondent Ernie Pyle poignantly wrote of the “litter” he saw on the beaches after D-Day–cigarette papers, soap, photos, and blank writing paper that represented the unfulfilled promise of those who were dead. These items are displayed on actual sand from Utah Beach to illustrate the human cost of war.  
Northwestern Europe: Invasion and Liberation
The breaching of Hitler’s Atlantic Wall and establishment of a secure beachhead in Normandy was followed by a campaign of dramatic highs and lows, wins and losses. This gallery will illustrate the obstacles experienced by the Allies—from the disheartening struggle amid the dense hedgerows, to the German counterattack at Mortain, to the major setback in Operation Market Garden. Follow the Allies as they liberate Paris and finally push the Germans back to their border.
Gallery Highlights:

· German Hermes Typewriter – A member of the French Resistance, teenaged Marie-Louise Lévi-Ménard used an illegal receiver to listen to forbidden BBC broadcasts. She transcribed them and used this typewriter (stolen from a German officer staying in her parents’ home) to make leaflets which she distributed to neighbors—putting herself and her family at great risk each step of the way.

· JJ Witmeyer – Serving over 200 days in continuous combat across Northern Europe, JJ Witmeyer recounts the death of one of his men, a boy he considered to be “like a son to me” who died in his arms. He chronicles his transformation from a civilian to a soldier, “then a soldier to a killer.” 
· Red Ball Express – Playing a critical role in the supply chain, often driving day and night under the threat of attack, the Red Ball Express was made up primarily of African American drivers. Gallery exhibits display a collection of artifacts from members of the truck convoy, including a dog tag from John Mack of Centreville, Louisiana. Mack’s dog tag was mysteriously recovered 70 years later on a Normandy beach and returned to his family. 
· Market Garden Manifest – This single plane manifest hints at the massive scope of Operation Market Garden. The failure of this invasion dashed Allied hopes that the war would end before Christmas 1944.
Breaching the German Frontier
The Allied advance ground to a halt as it encountered the Siegfried Line, a network of bunkers, minefields, and barbed wire built into hilly terrain. This gallery mimics the interior of a blown-out German bunker, allowing you to see the formidable infrastructure employed by the Germans in defense of their homeland. A video follows the Allied advance into Germany, including the capture of Aachen, the first German city to surrender, while also foreshadowing the many battles that still lay ahead for the American forces

Gallery Highlights:

· Lyle Bouck – At Lanzareth Ridge, 18 men from the 394th Infantry Regiment at put up devastating fire against the first attack of over 500 German paratroopers before they were eventually overtaken. In this oral history platoon leader Lyle Bouck recalls “I felt like what I did was a failure.” The fact that his platoon held up the spearhead of Kampfgruppe Peiper of the 1st SS Panzer Division prevented a force of over 5,000 men from advancing for eight crucial hours – a feat which would later make the platoon the most decorated in US Army history.

Battle of the Bulge
This immersive gallery sets the scene for the six-week Battle of the Bulge—the US Army’s largest battle of World War II. Hitler launched a surprise winter counter-attack through the Ardennes forest to drive the Allies back. Grappling with bitterly cold weather, more than 30 divisions and 600,000 men fought desperately to halt the Germans. A recreation of a snowy forest, multiple film projections, ambient sound effects and carefully curated artifacts guide visitors from the surprise German attack, to the siege, to the ultimate hard-won Allied victory.

Gallery Highlights:

· Patton’s Prayer – Delivered with holiday packages during the Battle of the Bulge, this prayer card beseeched a higher power for “fair weather for Battle.” The prayer was written in advance of Hitler’s desperate surprise attack in the snowy Ardennes, but the clear weather that soon followed the card’s delivery was considered more than a grateful coincidence by many of those who received it. 
· Opel Sedan – This pre-war sedan is typical of many civilian vehicles pressed into military service – often serving as staff cars, couriers, or ambulances. Minor modifications for military use included the blackout driving lamp, shovel, and whitewashing for camouflage. Despite its reputation for being highly mechanized, the German army was chronically short of motorized transport and adapted whatever was available. 
Into the German Homeland
American troops advancing into Germany witnessed and experienced unimaginable violence and destruction. Our final gallery will reveal the last major obstacle of taking German bridges on the Rhine, the discovery of Ohrdruf concentration camp (the first Nazi death camp liberated by American forces), the capture of Cologne, the lengths Hitler would go to, almost destroying his own people in the process, and, finally, the ultimate surrender of Germany, thus ending the war in Europe. 

Gallery Highlights:

· Silver Teapot – Stationed in Munich immediately post war, 1st Lt. Vic Reiman’s unit was quartered in former Nazi Party office buildings. Reimen found this silver teapot engraved with Adolf Hitler’s initials and engraved silverware (also on display) in a storage closet while exploring a network of underground tunnels. 

· Jack Baldwin – Jack Baldwin tells a tragic story of a small boy finding a hand grenade and inadvertently detonating it, mortally wounding himself.  Baldwin speaks poignantly on the uselessness of war and how it affects everyone, even the innocent.

· Closing Video – The final, desperate days of the Third Reich and the large scale destruction of Europe are displayed in this emotional final video. Footage of Hitler greeting his “troops,” a ragged bunch of young boys and old men, demonstrates the Nazi dictator’s refusal to surrender, even to the ruin of his own people. 
Dog Tag Experience
The Dog Tag Experience tailors the Museum experience like never before—pairing each visitor with a virtual “guide” based on the true story of a WWII servicemember for a whole new level of narrative and connection. Visitors will start their journey—as many men and women did during the war years—boarding a Pullman car in a train station. Here they will be surrounded by the sights and sounds of wartime farewells as a personal video introduces the servicemember whose story they will learn. Visitors will follow their individual from the beginning of the war through V-E Day and beyond, gaining a deeply personal understanding of the events of the time. 

Experience Highlights:
· Roland Ehlers – The brother of Medal of Honor recipient Walt Ehlers (also a featured participant), Roland Ehlers saw combat in North Africa and Sicily before he was killed in action on Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944. This powerful story of one family’s loss, supported throughout the exhibit by artifacts, photos, and letters, serves as an enduring and powerful reminder of the ultimate sacrifice made by so many. 
· Ben Kuroki – After completing 30 missions as an aerial gunner in the European Theater, Ben Kuroki continued his fight by tenaciously challenging racial discrimination in the form of government regulations prohibiting him from serving in the Pacific Theater. The only Japanese American permitted to do so, Ben flew 28 more missions—a story that will continue with the opening of Road to Tokyo: Pacific Theater Galleries in December 2015.
· Josephine Pescatore – Bringing to light the dangerous conditions bravely faced by frontline Army nurses, this story follows Josephine Pescatore from her time as an aspiring nurse in Philadelphia and new recruit in the Nurse Corps to her deployment overseas and subsequent role in the severe trauma ward of the 24th Field Evacuation Hospital. Josephine’s story illustrates how nurses serving close to font lines—and enduring enemy fire—still managed to do their critical jobs with the utmost courage and professionalism. 
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