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Goodyear Brings Two College Football Traditions Together To Set 

Guinness World Record® for World’s Largest Game of Cornhole 
 

Students from Michigan State University and University of Alabama Play an Epic Game from the 

Goodyear Blimp to Commemorate the 2016 Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic  

 

AKRON, OHIO, December 28, 2015 –– Today in Pompano Beach, Fla., The Goodyear 

Tire & Rubber Company set the Guinness World Record® for constructing the World’s Largest 

Game of Cornhole to kickoff a week of celebration leading up to the 80th Annual Goodyear 

Cotton Bowl Classic on December 31 in Arlington, Texas. 

Measuring an astounding 64 feet by 32 feet, the super-sized version of the traditional tailgate 

game, cornhole, was paired up with another larger-than-life college football tradition—the 

Goodyear Blimp. As their school mascots cheered from the ground, cheerleaders from Michigan 

State University and the University of Alabama flew more than 200 feet above the massive 

cornhole game board to toss beanbags out of Goodyear’s newest blimp, Wingfoot One. The 

students competed for bragging rights in the larger-than-life game of cornhole as their teams 

prepare to face off in the College Football Playoff Semifinal at the Goodyear Cotton Bowl 

Classic on New Year’s Eve. The epic game ended in a 1-1 tie. 

“Over the past 60 years, the Goodyear Blimp has become a familiar sight for fans at college 

football matchups across the country,” said Seth Klugherz, director of Goodyear brand 

marketing. “Setting a Guinness World Record® featuring the blimp and this classic tailgate game 

was a fitting way to bring these gameday traditions together while generating excitement for the 

Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic later this week.” 

The Goodyear Blimp first provided stunning aerial views of the 1955 Rose Bowl, 

revolutionizing the way fans experience sporting events. In the years since, Goodyear's iconic 

airship has covered some of the biggest matchups in college football history, offering its own 

unique perspective of the action on the ground. 

The giant game board was constructed at the Goodyear Blimp base in Pompano Beach, Fla. 



  

and is 16 times larger than a standard cornhole board, which measures a mere four feet by two 

feet. In all, it would take 8,192 regulation-sized cornhole beanbags to cover the entire surface of 

this new world record-holding structure. 

“Goodyear continues the raise the bar with their creativity and ingenuity surrounding the 

sponsorship of the Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic,” said Michael Konradi, Goodyear Cotton 

Bowl Classic chief marketing officer. “This year, their tremendous marketing and 

communications team is certainly taking the Classic to new heights.”  

The event was part of Goodyear’s season-long marketing program highlighting some of the 

most iconic traditions in college football that inspire superior performance on the field. 

Goodyear is one of the world’s largest tire companies. It employs approximately 67,000 

people and manufactures its products in 49 facilities in 22 countries around the world. Its two 

Innovation Centers in Akron, Ohio and Colmar-Berg, Luxembourg strive to develop state-of-the-

art products and services that set the technology and performance standard for the industry. For 

more information about Goodyear and its products, go to www.goodyear.com. 
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