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Larry E. Kun, M.D., has touched the lives of countless children, spearheaded the creation of one 

of the most successful pediatric brain tumor treatment programs in the country and advanced 

the field of radiation oncology.  

 

Dr. Kun received his specialty training in radiation oncology under Dr. Juan del Regato in 

Colorado, and subsequently did a fellowship at the National Institutes of Health (National 

Cancer Institute's Radiation Branch).  His prior faculty appointments were at the University of 

Vermont (assistant professor) and the Medical College of Wisconsin (associate professor) 

before becoming a faculty member and chair of the Radiation Oncology Department at St Jude 

Children's Research Hospital in 1984.  He is also professor of Radiology and Pediatrics at the 

University of Tennessee College of Medicine.   

 

Dr. Kun started the Brain Tumor Program at St. Jude and concurrently in the Pediatric Oncology 

Group, which later merged with several other pediatric cooperative groups to form the Children's 

Oncology Group.  He served as chair of the Pediatric Brain Tumor Consortium from 2000 to 

2012 as well as chair of the former Department of Radiological Sciences at St. Jude. In June 

2013, Dr. Kun became clinical director of St. Jude, overseeing all aspects of patient care and 

clinical services at the hospital.   

 

Dr. Kun has authored more than 450 articles in the scientific literature and the primary textbook 

on pediatric radiation oncology.  His academic focus is in clinical trials in pediatric brain tumors 

and evolving radiation interventions in this age group.  He was recognized by the American 

Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ASTRO), the largest radiation oncology 

society in the world, with the 2007 Gold Medal, the highest honor the organization bestows upon 

its members. He is also the 2008 recipient of the American Society of Clinical Oncology’s 

Pediatric Oncology Award; the winner of the Pioneer Award from the Children’s Brain Tumor 

Foundation; and the recipient of the Janeway Medal of the American Radium Society. 


