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10 Things You Need to Know About Dr. Marshall Jones,  
Leading Global Mechanical Engineer 

“Never Give Up.” These three little words drive so many athletes, scholars and everyday people 
to go the extra mile and do great things in life — including Marshall Jones, a 2017 Inductee  
of  the National Inventors Hall of  Fame and trailblazer in the field of  Industrial Lasers. 
Perseverance has been a hallmark of  Jones’ life from a young age when he struggled with  
reading and spelling, yet excelled in science and mathematics. This learning challenge was such 
an issue that he was forced to repeat the fourth grade; however, he didn’t let this setback ruin 
his life. In fact, he credits his personal success to maneuvering through that struggle.
This positive outlook ultimately helped Jones to thrive as a scientist and innovator. Jones invented 
methods to weld dissimilar metals and developed fiber optic systems that made lasers much 
more convenient for industrial applications, particularly at a time when lasers were uncommon  
in materials processing.
Jones’ story of  perseverance will be told this May as he is Inducted into the National Inventors 
Hall of  Fame. 

Here are 10 facts you should know about Marshall Jones: 

 1. A book titled Never Give Up: The Marshall Jones Story was written about his life.  
 2. He grew up on a duck ranch in Aquebogue, N.Y. 
 3. He attended Mohawk Valley Community College and later went on to receive his bachelor’s   
 degree from the University of  Michigan. He later received his master’s degree and doctorate 
 from the University of  Massachusetts in Mechanical Engineering. 
 4. He worked as a development engineer at Brookhaven National Laboratory in the  
 high-energy physics department for four years. 
 5. He currently works at General Electric (GE) Global Research as a principal engineer. 

 6. His research and development work for GE has earned him more than 50 U.S. patents and   
 31 foreign patents. 

 7. He is a Coolidge Fellow, which is GE Global Research’s highest technical honor.

 8. He was an adjunct professor at the State University of  New York at Albany and Schenectady   
 County Community College.

 9. He has won numerous awards for his work, including GE’s Gerald L. Phillippe Award and  
 the Laser Institute of  America’s Schawlow Award. 

10. He is a big supporter of  youth STEM initiatives. He even travels to schools throughout the   
 country, educating children about lasers and sharing his inspirational story.

To learn more about the 2017 Class of  Inductees, 
visit http://www.invent.org/honor/inductees/. 
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