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Publication                                                        Highlights 

CDC1 

• For patients aged 18 years and older: Chlorhexidine-impregnated dressings with an FDA-cleared label that 
specifies a clinical indication for reducing catheter-related bloodstream infection (CRBSI) or catheter-
associated bloodstream infection (CABSI) are recommended to protect the insertion site of short-term, non-
tunneled central venous catheters. (1A)* 

SHEA2 

• Factors associated with increased risk of CLABSI includes heavy microbial colonization at the insertion site 

• Peripheral arterial catheters and peripheral venous catheters are not included in most surveillance systems, 
although they are associated with risk of bloodstream infection independent of CVCs. Future surveillance 
systems may need to include bloodstream infections associated with these types of catheters 

• Use chlorhexidine-containing dressings for CVCs in patients over 2 months of age* 

INS3 

• Use chlorhexidine-impregnated dressings over CVADs to reduce infection risk* 

• Consider the use of chlorhexidine-impregnated dressings with peripheral arterial catheters as an infection 
reduction intervention* 

• Continuous (implanted) port access has infection rates that are similar to other long-term CVADs  

• Consider monitoring bloodstream infection rates for peripheral catheters, or vascular catheter associated 
infections (peripheral) regularly 

• Consider the use of chlorhexidine impregnated dressings for patients with an epidural access device. A 
significant reduction in epidural skin colonization and catheter tip colonization has been demonstrated with 
their use* 

AACN4 

• Apply a chlorhexidine-impregnated sponge to the (CVC, peripheral arterial, or epidural) site* 

• Place a chlorhexidine sponge dressing around (Ventricular Assist Device) driveline* 

• Apply a chlorhexidine gluconate sponge to the (hemodialysis) VAC insertion site at each dressing change* 

APIC5 
• The risk for infection is present during the entire dwell time of the catheter.  

• The use of a post-insertion care bundle was associated with a significant reduction  

ONS6 

• Use a CHG-impregnated sponge dressing for all (CVC) catheters, including specialty catheters in patients 
older than 2months of age* 

• Use a CHG-impregnated sponge dressing for any long-term infusion (>4-6 hrs) or if port remains accessed* 

• Emerging data suggests that the rate of catheter-related bloodstream infections from peripheral catheters 
may be higher than once thought 

*BIOPATCH® was the product used in the vast majority of CHG dressing studies referenced in the above publications 
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BIOPATCH® Protective Disk with CHG is the ONLY IV dressing with CHG PROVEN in multiple, randomized 

controlled trials to reduce the incidence of catheter-related bloodstream infections (CRBSIs). BIOPATCH disk is 

constructed from polyurethane foam allowing quick absorption of fluid decreasing the likelihood of skin 

maceration. BIOPATCH disk is designed to deliver chlorhexidine gluconate a full 360° around the catheter 

insertion site providing optimal coverage and protection. In addition, the following professional organizations and 

recommendation bodies have made the following statements: 

Standards, Guidelines 
& Recommendations 
in BSI Risk Reduction 
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