
Derek Stevens Biography 

    
 

Owner and CEO – the D Las Vegas Hotel Casino, Golden Gate Hotel & Casino,  
Downtown Las Vegas Events Center, Circa Resort & Casino 

 
Derek Stevens is the owner and CEO of the D Las Vegas, Golden Gate Hotel & Casino, Downtown Las 
Vegas Events Center and Circa Resort & Casino, a new integrated resort casino coming to Fremont 
Street Experience in December 2020. Stevens has played a pivotal role in the revitalization of Downtown 
Las Vegas by investing in and spearheading major remodels of properties throughout the area.   
 
A Detroit native, Stevens received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan and earned an 
MBA from Wayne State University. Prior to planting his roots in Las Vegas, Stevens had a desire to make 
a difference in the gaming and casino industry and wanted to learn more about it from an operator’s 
perspective.  
 
Golden Gate – Las Vegas’ original casino hotel – was Stevens’ first investment in Downtown Las Vegas 
in 2008. Attracted to its renowned history, Stevens led Golden Gate through several major expansions – 
including a five-story luxury tower with 16 suites, an expanded casino floor with a high-limit gaming area, 
two premium penthouses and extended outdoor bars. In 2019, Golden Gate also will house its very own 
sportsbook.  
 
Continuing to fuel his passion for Downtown Las Vegas, Stevens acquired Fitzgeralds Hotel and Casino 
in 2011. In October 2012, he debuted the D Las Vegas, which instantly became a Downtown hotspot. 
This included two distinct themes in the D’s unique two-level casino – a high-energy party atmosphere 
and a throwback “Vintage Casino,” complete with Las Vegas’ only Sigma Derby racing machine. He also 
imported two restaurants from his hometown: Detroit’s iconic American Coney Island and Joe Vicari’s 
Andiamo Italian Steakhouse, a classic steakhouse which added a new caliber of fine dining to the area. 
The 38-story property boasts 629 rooms and suites and is home to LONGBAR – the ultimate sports 
viewing destination and longest bar in Nevada.  
 
In 2014, Stevens acquired the former Clark County Courthouse building and transformed it into the 
Downtown Las Vegas Events Center, an outdoor venue space that can accommodate up to 11,000 
guests and features a state-of-the-art stage, sound and lighting. Downtown Las Vegas Event Center has 
hosted numerous events including Charli XCX, Daughtry, TLC and Goo Goo Dolls, as well as a host of 
festivals and sporting events.  
 
Stevens journey continues with the announcement of the first ground-up integrated resort concept in 
Downtown Las Vegas since 1980 – Circa Resort & Casino. Circa will bring a new energy to Downtown 
while celebrating the timeless spirit of the city. The property will boast 777 rooms and a collection of 
thoughtful amenities, including a stadium-style sportsbook, multi-tiered pool amphitheater, range of 
eclectic restaurants, the longest outdoor bar on Fremont Street Experience, a rejuvenating spa and a two-
level casino with state-of-the-art slot and table gaming options. 
 
Since 2008, Stevens has served on the Fremont Street Experience Board of Directors and is continuing 
to introduce entertainment and gambling attractions that have enhanced the way guests experience 
Downtown. He is proud to be a part of the exciting changes happening in the historic neighborhood and 
looks forward to continued investment in the area’s bright future. 
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http://www.thed.com/
http://www.goldengatecasino.com/
http://dlvec.com/
http://dlvec.com/
http://www.circalasvegas.com/

