How to Change a Flat Tire
If you get a flat tire, the most important thing is not to panic! See the steps below from Cooper
Tires on how to successfully and safely change your flat tire.
1. Find a safe place to pull your car over: find a safe, flat place where you can pull your
car over to the side of the road, well out of the way of traffic. Turn on your car’s hazard
lights and if it is dark, set road flares. Put your car in park and set the emergency brake.
2. Find your tools: find your spare tire, tire jack and tire iron. These will often be located
together under the floor mat in your trunk, or your spare tire may even be under your car.
It’s best to know where all of this is BEFORE you drive your car anywhere. If you have a
wheel wedge, brick or other heavy object, put it behind the tire diagonal to the one you
are changing. This will help your car to stay still as you change the flat tire.
3. Change the tire:
a. If your wheel has a hub cap, you will need to remove it.
b. Use your tire iron to loosen the lug nuts on your tire, but don’t take them off yet.
c. Use the car jack to raise the car. You will want to check your owner’s manual for
the proper jacking points for your specific vehicle. Put the jack under the car and
expand it until the tire is completely off the ground.
d. Remove the lug nuts the rest of the way, and pull the flat tire off.
e. Align your spare tire and push it on the wheel studs.
f. Put the lug nuts back on and tighten them by hand—don’t tighten them all the
way just yet.
g. Lower the car jack until the tire is on the ground, and remove the jack.
h. Use your tire iron to tighten the lug nuts in a star pattern. Use your body weight to
make these as tight as you can.
i. Lastly, replace your hub cap if you have one.
4. You got this! Now, you’re ready to roll again.
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