
The Thr eat of Antibiotic Resistance 
in the United States
Antibiotic resistance—when germs (bacteria, fungi) develop the ability 
to defeat the antibiotics designed to kill them—is one of the greatest 
global health challenges of modern time.

New National Estimate*

*National burden reflects de-duplicated infection and death estimates.

Each year, antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria and fungi cause at 
least an estimated:

2,868,700
infections

35,900 deaths

Clostridioides difficile is 
related to antibiotic use and 
antibiotic resistance:

223,900
cases

12,800 deaths

New Antibiotic Resistance Threats List
Updated urgent, serious, and concerning threats—totaling 18

5 urgent threats 2 new threats
NEW:
Watch List with 3 threats

Antibiotic resistance remains a significant One Health problem, affecting 
humans, animals, and the environment. Data show infection prevention 
and control is saving lives—especially in hospitals—but threats may 
undermine this progress without continued aggressive action now.

Learn more: www.cdc.gov/DrugResistance/Biggest-Threats                                                                 




