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BACKGROUND:

Across the eastern Horn of Africa, more than 13 million people—a number greater than the populations of Los Angeles and New York City combined—are now in need of emergency assistance to survive. 4 million are living through the worst famine in 20 years.  The crisis is the most severe humanitarian emergency in the world today, and the worst that East Africa has seen in six decades. Crops have failed, livestock have died, and prices in local markets are too high for most people to buy what is needed to feed their families. Millions of people are affected in Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, and in Somalia tens of thousands of people have died as a result of the crisis.
To address this crisis, USAID and the Ad Council have come together to create a campaign to spread awareness of the crisis in the Horn and to encourage Americans to share the facts. The campaign enlists celebrity talent to encourage Americans to spread awareness of the crisis, support the humanitarian organizations conducting the relief operations, and learn more about the solutions. The campaign is titled FWD, or famine, war and drought, which stands for the three crises affecting the Horn.

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES:
· Raise awareness of the crisis in the Horn of Africa by sharing facts and campaign messaging.

· Encourage donations to the consortium of NGO’s supporting relief in this region: American Refugee Committee, CARE, Catholic Relief Services, Mercy Corps, Save the Children, UNICEF USA, World Vision, and World Food Program USA.
TARGET AUDIENCE:
· The general American public.
· Female family influencers age 40-60 and young activists. 

DID YOU KNOW:

· In Somalia, one child dies every six minutes.

· The crisis in the horn of Africa affects more than twice the number of people than were impacted by the Tsunami in Indonesia in 2004 and the earthquake in Haiti in 2010 combined.

· A $10 donation to relief efforts in this region can feed a family of six for two days.
Learn more by visiting www.usaid.gov/fwd 
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